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E.O. 11652: N/A TAGS: EG, PINT 

SUB J : YET ANOTHER RIGHT WING GROUP 

REF: CAIRO 14272 (NOTAL) 

1 . AUGUST 30 AHRAM REPORTS SECURITY AUTHORITIES IN 
ALEXANDRIA HAVE ARRESTED 80 MEMBERS OF ANOTHER EXTREMIST 
ISLAMIC GROUP CALLED TANZIIM AL IIHAD (HOLY WAR SOCIEY). 
AUTHORITIES REPORTEDLY SEIZED LARGE QUANTITY OF ARMS, 
EXPLOSIVES AND AMMUNITION, IN ADDITION TO DOCUMENTS 
PERTAINING TO NEW ORGANIZATION. PM SALIM AND DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF INTERIOR NABAWI SAID TO BE PERSONALLY DIRECTING 
INVESTIGATION. 

2. EMBOFFS CALLED ON DIRECTOR PUBLIC SECURITY GENERAL 
MUSTAFA AL-SHEIKH AUGUST 30 TO GET HIS ASSESSMENT OF 
NEW GROUP. AL-SHEIKH PROFESSED NEAR TOTAL IGNORANCE OF 
THESE GROUPS DESPITE FACT THEIR ACTIVITIES CAUSED 
MAIOR SHAKE-UP IN MINISTRY OF INTERIOR ONE MONTH AGO. 

3. COMMENT: THIS IS THIRD EXTREMIST MUSLIM ORGANIZATION 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PUBLICLY IDENTIFIED, OTHER TWO BEING NOTORIOUS TAKFIR WA 
HEGIRA AND ALEXANDRIA-BASED JUNUD ALLAH (SOLDIERS OF GOD). 
UNCLEAR, THUS FAR, EXTENT TO WHICH VARIOUS GROUPS INTER- 
RELATED BUT THERE MAY BE SOME OVERLAPPING OF MEMBERSHIP 
AND GOALS. TAKFIR TRIAL RESUMES SATURDAY. SEPTEMBER 3, 

WITH 52 WITNESSES SCHEDULED TESTIFY. TESTIMONY SHOULD SHED 
MORE LIGHT ON WORKINGS OF EGYPTIAN ISLAMIC RIGHT. AU- 
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THORITES CLEARLY ATTEMPTING GIVE IMPRESSION THEY FULLY 
ON TOP OF SITUATION, UNLIKE CASE AT TIME DHAHABI KIDNAPPING. 

HOWEVER, IT SEEMS APPARENT, DESPITE OFFICIAL ATTEMPTS 
DOWNPLAY IMPORTANCE THESE GROUPS, THAT THIS INDIGENOUS, 

MUSLIM EXTREMISM IS ATTRACTING AN INCREASING NUMBER OF 
EGYPTIAN YOUTH. ALTHOUGH THE ATTRACTION OF SUCH GROUPS NOT YET 
FULLY CLEAR, THIS TREND IN OUR VIEW IS POTENTIALLY OF REAL 
SIGNIFICANCE TO EGYPT’S FUTURE STABILITY. 

EILTS 
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